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BSI Principals 

1. What improvements has your school received through the Boston Schoolyard initiative? (Choose one)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Renovated schoolyard 60.0% 12

Outdoor Classroom (an area of the 

schoolyard specifically designed 

for teaching and learning)

5.0% 1

Renovated schoolyard and new 

Outdoor Classroom
35.0% 7

Not sure.   0.0% 0

  answered question 20

  skipped question 1

2. What role(s) have the schoolyard improvements played for your school community? (Check all that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Place for increased physical 

activity
95.0% 19

Community and family gathering 

place
70.0% 14

Place for instruction and learning 65.0% 13

Place to get outside/fresh air during 

the school day
85.0% 17

Good venue for out-of-school time 

programs
60.0% 12

A dose of nature in an urban 

environment
75.0% 15

 Other (please specify) 1

  answered question 20

  skipped question 1
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3. What impact has your renovated schoolyard had on your school community? (Check all that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Increased physical activity for 

students
100.0% 19

Fewer injuries on the schoolyard 47.4% 9

Increased use of the schoolyard 

for teaching and learning
57.9% 11

Improved student behavior 63.2% 12

Improved teacher and student 

morale
63.2% 12

Improved academic performance 52.6% 10

Improved relationship with parents 

and community
73.7% 14

 Other (please specify) 1

  answered question 19

  skipped question 2



3 of 9

4. Please indicate in the chart below how often your schoolyard is used during the school day, before and after 

school and during the summer

  Everyday
At least 3 

days/week

1-2 

days/week

Less than 

once per 

week

Never
Response 

Count

For recess during the school day 100.0% (20) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 20

By teachers for instruction during 

the school day
21.1% (4) 15.8% (3) 26.3% (5) 36.8% (7) 0.0% (0) 19

Before or after school 75.0% (15) 10.0% (2) 15.0% (3) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 20

BPS Summer School during the 

summer
27.8% (5) 5.6% (1) 5.6% (1) 0.0% (0) 61.1% (11) 18

Non-academic programs during the 

summer
23.5% (4) 11.8% (2) 23.5% (4) 11.8% (2) 29.4% (5) 17

  answered question 20

  skipped question 1

5. If your schoolyard is used for instruction, please answer questions 5-7. If not, jump to questions 8. Does your 

schoolyard have an outdoor classroom (an area of the schoolyard designed specifically for teaching and 

learning)? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 71.4% 10

No 28.6% 4

  answered question 14

  skipped question 7

6. How many teachers use the schoolyard for teaching? 

 
Response 

Average

Response 

Total

Response 

Count

 Enter number of teachers:   11.67 140 12

  answered question 12

  skipped question 9
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7. Which teachers use the schoolyard for teaching? (Check all that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Primary Grade classroom teachers 

(K0-Grade 1)
78.6% 11

Elementary Grade classroom 

teachers (Grade 2-5)
85.7% 12

Science Specialist 64.3% 9

Literacy Coach 7.1% 1

Physical education teacher 64.3% 9

Art teacher 28.6% 4

Family Outreach Coordinator 14.3% 2

Other 21.4% 3

  answered question 14

  skipped question 7

8. If you use the schoolyard for recess, is recess ever canceled? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 90.0% 18

No (skip to question 10) 10.0% 2

  answered question 20

  skipped question 1



5 of 9

9. If yes, for what reasons? (Check all that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Neighborhood safety 5.6% 1

Rain 94.4% 17

Snow 83.3% 15

Cold 77.8% 14

 Other (please specify) 2

  answered question 18

  skipped question 3

10. If your schoolyard is used before or after school, who uses the schoolyard before or after school? (Check all 

that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

BPS after school programs 45.0% 9

Non BPS after school programs 60.0% 12

Other groups 10.0% 2

Parents and family members 70.0% 14

Neighborhood children and 

residents
80.0% 16

Other (please specify) 0

  answered question 20

  skipped question 1
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11. Is your schoolyard used on weekends?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 78.9% 15

No (Skip to 13) 21.1% 4

  answered question 19

  skipped question 2

12. If your schoolyard is used on weekends: Who uses the schoolyard during the weekends? (Check all that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

BPS weekend programs   0.0% 0

Non BPS weekend programs   0.0% 0

Parents and family members 75.0% 12

Other groups 12.5% 2

Neighborhood children and 

residents
100.0% 16

Other (please specify) 0

  answered question 16

  skipped question 5
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13. Would you like to see your schoolyard used more actively than it is now by:

  No Yes
Response 

Count

Families 13.3% (2) 86.7% (13) 15

Teachers to support instruction 5.6% (1) 94.4% (17) 18

Neighbors and community 

members
23.1% (3) 76.9% (10) 13

Before or after school programs 14.3% (2) 85.7% (12) 14

  answered question 18

  skipped question 3

14. Are there barriers and challenges to using your schoolyard more? (Check all that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

The schoolyard is in disrepair   0.0% 0

Not enough time in the school 

day
73.3% 11

Lack of curriculum support and 

professional development
26.7% 4

Lack of sufficient personnel to 

supervise children
33.3% 5

Neighborhood safety concerns 6.7% 1

Weather 60.0% 9

 Other (please specify) 2

  answered question 15

  skipped question 6
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15. How would you rate the maintenance of your schoolyard and/or outdoor classroom?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Excellent 10.0% 2

Very good 40.0% 8

Good 25.0% 5

Fair 25.0% 5

Poor   0.0% 0

  answered question 20

  skipped question 1

16. How can we help you better use your schoolyard? 

 
Response 

Count

  14

  answered question 14

  skipped question 7

17. What else would you like to tell us about your schoolyard?

 
Response 

Count

  12

  answered question 12

  skipped question 9
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18. Name of school (optional) This information will help us sort and understand the data

 
Response 

Count

  13

  answered question 13

  skipped question 8


